
Explanatory Essay

3 paragraph minimum 
By the end of the year your goal is to be able to write 5 paragraphs. 
So if in your last essay you were able to write 3 with ease, try for 4. 

Rough Draft (hand written) Due: January 12
Turn in your graphic organizer with your rough draft 

Final Draft (typed) Due: January 30 



Explanatory: The writer explains, describes, and informs the reader 
about a topic using facts, details, and examples in a clear and concise 
way. Your 3 paragraph essay will teach me about something that you are 
an expert in. You can form your essay in the following ways: 

● Compare and contrast 
● Definition
● Classification
● Cause and Effect 
● How-to Problem and solution

*** This essay may include subtopics 



1. What animal interests you? What does it eat? What type of environment does it need to survive in? What are funny 
characteristics about this animal? What is the behavior of this animal?

2. What is your favorite holiday? What do you eat? Who are you with? Do you exchange gifts or have certain traditions you 
have?

3. What is your favorite Sport? Write about that sport. Include details about how the game is played, and what is the history 
of the sport.

4. Do you have a different idea?

Send me a webmail to approve this topic

Topic Ideas 







Writing Requirements
Rough Draft- 3-5 paragraphs, each is paragraph a minimum of 5 sentences long, 

handwritten, and includes a graphic organizer. Students will need to cite their 
sources if they used any.

Why and How to Cite Sources

*If additional resources were used.

We are new to this idea of citing sources. Please make resource page in list form 
with sources used at the end of your essay. I am not looking for perfection here, I 

am looking for effort. 

How to use a graphic organizer

Final Draft- Typed, includes corrections from rough draft, and resource page. 

QUALITY vs. QUANTITY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-JV9cLDCgas
http://meganscherber.weebly.com/strategy-4-main-idea-detail-graphic-organizer.html


Grading Rubric 


